
RegionSocial ClassAgeSex
Wales

&North
SouthEng-Mid-South
WestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

1042170316465361543894108814029688649231052714406276321644927Unweighted base

10001500150050015527111304933985640787851767470231321874500Weighted base

21630230610028815426621522013117416713794421502923I am aware of plans to
22%20%20%20%19%22%20%23%22%20%22%20%18%20%18%23%21%merge my local police

force with neighbouring
ones, and I generally
support the idea

44861167220261730755945046533838437426710591410201933I am aware of plans to
45%41%45%40%40%43%43%48%47%53%49%44%35%22%40%47%43%merge my local police

force with neighbouring
ones and I generally
oppose the idea

144275242782891172021301117392133187142456282738I was unaware of plans
14%18%16%16%19%17%15%14%11%11%12%16%24%30%20%13%16%to merge my local

police force with
neighbouring ones but I
generally support the
idea

137240203802431102041021126510614013898401259660I was unaware of plans
14%16%14%16%16%16%16%11%11%10%13%16%18%21%17%12%15%to merge my local

police force with
neighbouring ones but I
generally oppose the
idea

1214228244181015910986213657None of these
1%1%1%2%2%1%1%1%2%1%1%1%1%1%1%2%1%

435955329019542661242129292510188189Don't know
4%4%4%6%6%3%4%3%6%4%3%3%4%5%4%4%4%
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Absolutes/col percents
Table 1
Q.1 The government plans to merge most police forces in England and Wales, creating fewer, bigger forces, each covering a much bigger area.
Supporters argue that the new, larger forces will be able to fight organised crime more effectively. Opponents say that this could be achieved
by closer co-operation between local forces, and that the disappearance of local forces risks less attention being paid to local crime. Which of the
following statements comes closest to your view?
Base: All respondents in a police merger area
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Region
West Mid-East-East Mid-

North WestlandsWalesSouth WestSouth EasternlandsYorks & Humb.North EastTotal

5225525055375365785166795024927Unweighted base

5005005005005005005005005004500Weighted base

100109125911001069195107923I am aware of plans to
20%22%25%18%20%21%18%19%21%21%merge my local police

force with neighbouring
ones, and I generally
support the idea

2052082242242022252392071981933I am aware of plans to
41%42%45%45%40%45%48%41%40%43%merge my local police

force with neighbouring
ones and I generally
oppose the idea

938865797869849290738I was unaware of plans
19%18%13%16%16%14%17%18%18%16%to merge my local

police force with
neighbouring ones but I
generally support the
idea

806959778072628377660I was unaware of plans
16%14%12%15%16%14%12%17%15%15%to merge my local

police force with
neighbouring ones but I
generally oppose the
idea

69578675457None of these
1%2%1%1%2%1%1%1%1%1%

161622213222171825189Don't know
3%3%4%4%6%4%3%4%5%4%
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Q.1 The government plans to merge most police forces in England and Wales, creating fewer, bigger forces, each covering a much bigger area.
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RegionSocial ClassAgeSex
Wales

&North
SouthEng-Mid-South
WestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

1042170316465361543894108814029688649231052714406276321644927Unweighted base

10001500150050015527111304933985640787851767470231321874500Weighted base

Sex

485726735241672394626495469313388419365232-21872187Male
48%48%49%48%43%55%48%53%48%49%49%49%48%49%-100%49%

5157747652598803176774385153273994324022382313-2313Female
52%52%51%52%57%45%52%47%52%51%51%51%52%51%100%-51%

Age

1031621594712272172104-----47023823247018-24              (21)
10%11%11%9%8%10%13%11%-----100%10%11%10%

16225626683159128289191----767-40236576725-34            (29.5)
16%17%18%17%10%18%22%20%----100%-17%17%17%

18228828695199177269207---851--43241985135-44            (39.5)
18%19%19%19%13%25%21%22%---100%--19%19%19%

17526326287219137242190--787---39938878745-54            (49.5)
17%18%17%17%14%19%19%20%--100%---17%18%17%

14721121370252106160123-640----32731364055-64            (59.5)
15%14%14%14%16%15%12%13%-100%----14%14%14%

23132031411960192173119985-----51546998565+                (70)
23%21%21%24%39%13%13%13%100%-----22%21%22%

47.7246.8646.7547.9053.4944.6443.1943.9670.0059.5049.5039.5029.5021.0047.2147.0447.13Average age
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RegionSocial ClassAgeSex
Wales

&North
SouthEng-Mid-South
WestlandlandsEastDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

10001500150050015527111304933985640787851767470231321874500Weighted base

Social Class

197283317137---933119123190207191104438495933AB
20%19%21%27%---100%12%19%24%24%25%22%19%23%21%

301406427170--1304-1731602422692891726776261304C1
30%27%28%34%--100%-18%25%31%32%38%37%29%29%29%

16224124663-711--9210613717712872317394711C2
16%16%16%13%-100%--9%16%17%21%17%15%14%18%16%

3405715111301552---6012522191991591228806721552DE
34%38%34%26%100%---61%39%28%23%21%26%38%31%34%

Region

-1500--5712414062833202112632882561627747261500North
-100%--37%34%31%30%32%33%33%34%33%35%33%33%33%

500-1500-69532757140842728635037734721210249762000Midlands
50%-100%-45%46%44%44%43%45%44%44%45%45%44%45%44%

500--500286143327243238143174186164955164841000South
50%--100%18%20%25%26%24%22%22%22%21%20%22%22%22%
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Region
West Mid-East-East Mid-

North WestlandsWalesSouth WestSouth EasternlandsYorks & Humb.North EastTotal

5225525055375365785166795024927Unweighted base

5005005005005005005005005004500Weighted base

Sex

2412442422432412452452432422187Male
48%49%48%49%48%49%49%49%48%49%

2592562582572592552552572582313Female
52%51%52%51%52%51%51%51%52%51%

Age

51555449475054565547018-24              (21)
10%11%11%10%9%10%11%11%11%10%

84898181838988888476725-34            (29.5)
17%18%16%16%17%18%18%18%17%17%

96949191959696959785135-44            (39.5)
19%19%18%18%19%19%19%19%19%19%

88868887878888868878745-54            (49.5)
18%17%18%17%17%18%18%17%18%17%

72727473707071697064055-64            (59.5)
14%14%15%15%14%14%14%14%14%14%

10910411311911910610410510798565+                (70)
22%21%23%24%24%21%21%21%21%22%

47.2146.6447.4547.9947.9046.9346.6846.5246.8647.13Average age
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Region
West Mid-East-East Mid-

North WestlandsWalesSouth WestSouth EasternlandsYorks & Humb.North EastTotal

5005005005005005005005005004500Weighted base

Social Class

10298911061371181019487933AB
20%20%18%21%27%24%20%19%17%21%

1411361441571701521381351291304C1
28%27%29%31%34%30%28%27%26%29%

768481816378848481711C2
15%17%16%16%13%16%17%17%16%16%

1811831841561301521761862031552DE
36%37%37%31%26%30%35%37%41%34%

Region

500------5005001500North
100%------100%100%33%

-500500--500500--2000Midlands
-100%100%--100%100%--44%

---500500----1000South
---100%100%----22%
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